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AMR: Pig sector overview 
 



AMR is not a new issue 



Media Interest 

Marketing misinformation 
Applying pressure to 
retailers 
Lobbying MPs and Ministers 





 
EU review of veterinary medicines & medicated 
feeds 
O’Neill Review on AMR (May) 
Government response (Sept) 
−50mg/kg reduction target by 2018 
−Sector-specific targets to be agreed by 2017 
−Cross Government working 
−UN General Assembly meeting (Sept) 

Pig industry vulnerable due to lack of use data 
 

Antibiotic Use 



 
Red tractor requirement for 
annual collation from 2014 
NPA allied industry in-feed 
medication recording  
Cross sector working through 
RUMA 
Pig Health and Welfare Council 
AB sub-group 
Close working with VMD and 
APHA 
Pig industry medicines hub – 
Electronic recording 
NPA Antibiotic Stewardship 
Programme 

 
 
 

 
 

Early pig sector actions 



Promotes on farm electronic 
recording of antibiotic use  
Allows benchmarking and 
collation 
Realistic data to set sensible 
targets 
Endorses PVS prescribing 
principles 
Compliance through                     
Red Tractor  

 

Antibiotic Stewardship 



Challenges 

 

Data for less than 20% of the 
finished pigs for 2015 & 2016 so far 
Need a robust baseline to set 
sensible targets 
Some vets and producers still not 
convinced – wait for legislation 
Need retailers to work with us 



Meeting the issues head on 

NPA Producer Group and AHDB 
Board leadership 
RT consultation proposals 
Working proactively to change 
behaviour 
Positive practical case studies 
Asking retailers and processors 
to apply pressure but stick with 
eMB 
Working with vets to prevent 
knee jerk reactions! 
 
 

 



Good progress already 

UK VARSS 2016 report 
 

Overall 10%reduction 
in sales of across all 
species (62 – 
56mg/PCU) 
Pig only product sales 
down by 24% (16T) 
Sales of CIAs remain 
low as does resistance  
Colistin use is at 
0.12mg/PCU - lower 
than EMA 
recommended 
minimum of 1mg/PCU 
Next year will be even  
better! 

 



Any questions? 

Dr Zoë Davies 
Chief Executive Officer, National Pig Association 
Zoe.davies@npanet.org.uk 
@Mrs_Pig 
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